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• CIRPAS at The Naval Postgraduate School 
is the first UNOLS-designated
National Oceanographic Aircraft Facility

SCOAR
Scientific Committee for Oceanographic 

Aircraft Research



SCOAR Objective
To promote collaboration and cooperation 

between facility operators, funding agencies and 
the scientific community 

to improve the availability, capabilities and 
quality of aircraft facilities 

supporting the ocean sciences.



SCOAR interests

• Operational considerations

• Utilization

• Fleet composition

• Sensor development

• Data services
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Looking Ahead
• Communicate with science community about 

SCOAR activities and interests

• Interact with NCAR-OFAP and ICCAGRA

• Determine scheduling and funding practices for 
NOAF aircraft

• Define basic instrument suite for ocean science

• Consider roles for research aircraft in ocean 
observing initiative


