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UNOLS today is an organization of 59 U.S. institutions with ocean 
science programs 

•  15 of the UNOLS institutions are facility operators that include: 
•  19 Research vessels,  
•  National Deep Submergence Facility,  
•  National Oceanographic Aircraft Facility, and  
•  National Oceanographic Seismic Facility. 

•  Facilities are either owned by one of the Federal agencies or by 
individual institutions. 

•  Elected Council & 9 major committees (volunteers) 
•  UNOLS Office 







UNOLS is a coordinator or facilitator of community-
wide efforts with these goals: 
• Promote broad, coordinated access to 

oceanographic research facilities 
• Support continuous improvement of existing 

facilities 
• Plan for and foster support for the oceanographic 

facilities of the future 
UNOLS IS NOT A FUNDING AGENCY 



UNOLS Member Institutions 
Oceanographic Community 

Supporting Federal Agencies 
Navy (ONR), NSF, NOAA, USGS, BOEM 

UNOLS Office 

UNOLS Council 

UNOLS Ship and Facility Operators 
Research Vessels, Aircraft, Submersibles 

Ship Scheduling Committee (SSC) 

Research Vessel Operators’ Committee (RVOC) 

Research Vessel Technical Enhancement Committee (RVTEC) 

Fleet Improvement Committee (FIC) 

Arctic Icebreaker Coordinating Committee 
(AICC) 

DEep Submergence Science Committee 
(DESSC) 

Scientific Committee for Oceanographic Aircraft Research 
(SCOAR) 

Marcus Langseth Science Oversight Committee 
(MLSOC) 

U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) Polar  
Icebreakers (Healy, Polar Star, Polar Sea) 

Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI) 
NDSF – Alvin, Jason, AUV 

Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) 
CIRPAS – Twin Otter and Pelican Aircraft 

Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory (LDEO) 
R/V Marcus Langseth 

Ocean Observing Science Committee  
(OOSC) 

National Science Foundation (NSF) Ocean  
Observing Systems 



UNOLS	  Fleet	  

NOTE:	  	  Sikuliaq	  will	  enter	  service	  in	  2014	  





Marcus	  G.	  Langseth	   Atlan>s	   Knorr	  

Roger	  Revelle	   Melville	   Thomas	  G.	  Thompson	  



Oceanus	  

Endeavor	  Kilo	  Moana	   New	  Horizon	  

Atlan>c	  Explorer	  



Point	  Sur	  

Hugh	  R.	  Sharp	  



Pelican	   Robert	  Gordon	  Sproul	   F.G.	  Walton	  Smith	  

Clifford	  A.	  Barnes	  
Blue	  Heron	   Savannah	  





R/V Sikuliaq: Sikuliaq is 
an Inupiaq name meaning 
"young sea ice" or "young 
sea ice that is safe to walk 
on.” 
• Launch = Oct 13, 2012 
• Enter Service = 2014  

•  Ocean Class:  Construction of two new Ocean Class ships is 
underway.  Completion in 2014 & 2015.  Navy Funded 

•  Regional Class:  April 2012 - NSF released a solicitation for 
Design and Construction of up to 3 new Regional Class ships 

http://www.sfos.uaf.edu/arrv/about/ 
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Science goes 
to Sea! 



From: UNOLS Fleet Improvement Plan, 2009 (www.unols.org) 

UNOLS Ship Requests 





GUIDELINES AND PRIORITIES FOR SCHEDULING 



SSC Chair- Elizabeth Brenner/Scripps 

SSC Vice-Chair- Doug Ricketts/Univ. of MN. 

UNOLS Exec. Sec.- Jon Alberts working with funding 
agency reps, Rose Dufour/NSF, Tim Schnoor/ONR, Tracy 
Miller/NOAA 

UNOLS works along with each ship 
operating institutions ship scheduler 








