
       
 

1 
 

    UNOLS Fleet Safety Statistics Report 

Year: 2024    Quarter: 2      No of Ships Reporting: 14/17 

 

 

 

 
Incidents (at Sea and In Port)  

Violence and Other Injuries by Persons or Animals 3 

Transportation Incidents 0 

Fires / Explosions 0 

Falls / Slips/ Trips 4 

Exposure to Harmful Substances or Environments 0 

Contact with Object / Equipment 6 

Overexertion / Bodily Reactions 0 

Illness (Including Heart Conditions, Diseases, etc.) 28 

Total Number of Incidents 41 

  

Total Crew Days Reported (At Sea and In Port) 12450 

Number of Accidents Resulting in Lost Time for Crew Members 5 

Total Crew Days Lost  70 

  

 

 

 

Violence 7%

Falls / Slips/ Trips 10%

Contact with Object 15%

Illness 68%

SAFETY INCIDENTS

Violence Falls / Slips/ Trips Contact with Object Illness
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Incident Details Warnings / Lessons Learned 
Mariner complained of ear infection, their anti-biotics were 
not working. Captain contacted Maritime Medical with 
George Washington instructing him to prescribe 10 mg of 

Sudafed PE, 4 tablets, one every 6 hours. By the next day 
the scientist was feeling better, was able to continue 
participating in the cruise. 

Make sure medical release forms are filled out by science 
party and turned in to the Captain prior to cruise departure. 

Mariner hit left side ribs against corner of high backed 
couch in the conference room when the ship lurched from a 
moderate sea. 

 

Infection due to centipede bite. Patient was bitten shoreside 
then the wound got infected while at sea. Given antibiotics 
which worked well. 

GWMMA can be very helpful in prescribing proper 

antibiotics for infections 

Mariner bruised knee while tending gear on aft deck when 
ship unexpectedly pitched. 

 

Mariner experienced stomach pain at sea - GWMMA was 
consulted. Visited their shoreside medical provider upon 
return for resolution. 

 

Object in eye 

 

Two cases of Diarrhea 

 

Eleven cases of COVID. Two required quarantine, the others 
had light or no symptoms. Masked and maintained social 
distance for five days after positive test. 
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Mariner was rushing while going up a ladder. Their foot 

slipped off the stair tread and they hit their shin causing 
bruising, slight pain and skin abrasion.  

 

Mariner was lifting a box of soda syrup and strained right 
shoulder area.  

 

Three cases of sea sickness requiring administration of sea 

sickness medicine and needing to make an unscheduled 
port call to discharge one crew member  

 

One case of possible kidney stones that resulted in 
discharging the crew member during a scheduled port call.  

 

2 cases of GI issues requiring medical attention following 
port calls in India. 

 

Mariner was stuck by stingray barb when dumping codend. 

 

Mariner was stuck by shrimp spine when sorting catch. 

 

Mariner strained shoulder when handling lines on cruise 
departure. 
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Shore support person tripped out on dock while moving 
large ship shore power cable into position for the vessels 

return to port, tripped over shore power cable. The fall 
caused the person to land hard on their knees, elbows and 
side. No medical treatment was needed, just some ice and 

easy work the next few days. 

 
 

Be careful when moving heavy shore power 
cable/equipment, maybe have 2 people to make job 
easier. 

While fabricating a part, mariner got a metal sliver in eye 
while wearing goggles, due to rubbing forehead when 

removing the googles. 

Be aware that PPE can reduce injury, but not eliminate the 
risk. 

Person got a wire fiber shard in wrist while wire winding 

from cable end strands 

Make sure people wear gloves while handling during wire 
winding 

Three cases of sea sickness  

 

Three cases of possible kidney stones  

 

Mariner sent ashore to clinic due to feeling flu like 
symptoms. Negative COVID test. Return to vessel with cold 

medicine.  

 

Crew member went ashore to skateboard and injured 

Achilles tendon  

Captains should think twice when allowing crew ashore for 
liberty during very short port (4-6 HOURS). Vessel sailed 
one AB short due to an injury suffered while skateboarding 

ashore.  

Mariner lost crown on tooth and was sent ashore for a 

temporary crown.   
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Mariner had rash due to poor hygiene. Sent to clinic and 
returned with bacitracin ointment.   

 

Mariner suffered from chest pain requiring shoreside 
evaluation from anchorage. 

 

Service technician was shocked by live wire on pump 
switch. 

Always check power status before working on electrical 
wiring and lockout breaker/disconnect. 

 
 


