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What is STEMSEAS?
⚫ Since 2016: We have been working with UNOLS to bring 

students from diverse backgrounds out to sea to experience 
oceanographic science and careers

⚫ Towards goals of:
Access and broadening participation
Resilience and retention
Career exposure

⚫ Impacts: number of students ~240, we see significant 
changes in attitudes, knowledge - transformative learning



2024 Updates
⚫ STEMSEAS 3.0 has been funded for 4 years!
⚫ What’s New?
⚫ Expanded PI team
⚫ Alumni Advisory Committee
⚫ Built-in Professional Development
⚫ Additional partnerships



2024 Snapshot

SACNAS conference 2024

May 25 – June 4  Honolulu to Sydney, BC on E/V 
Nautilus

Also 4 students sailed as a part of the ASTraL project in 
the Indian Ocean



Expanded PI Team
⚫ LDEO: Sharon Cooper
⚫ IUP: Jon Lewis
⚫ Berkeley: Lisa White
⚫ Morgan State University: Shondricka Burrell



Integrated Professional Development

Faculty expeditions for HBCU and Community College 
Faculty in alternating years

•November 2024 2YC faculty expedition led to jump in 2yc 
student applications from 10% to 38%

•In 2024, we sailed 19 2YC students, nearly
•40% of total students. Previous 6 years was ~28%

•Two of our 2yc cohort sailed as mentors in 2024

In 2025, we will do our next HBCU faculty expedition





2024 Alumni Advisory Committee

Alondra (2016) Brancen (2023)         Jeremy (2022)     Melanie (2022)          Rylin (2023)



How 2025 is shaping up

Partnerships
•ONR
•State Department
•USGS
•Ocean Exploration Trust
•OSU Marine Sediment Sampling group (MARSSAM)
•FieldSafe
•Individual PI projects

•Other ideas? We want to partner with you!

Look for:
•New website, new manuals, expanded 
social media
•Monthly newsletter
•Webinar series



Finding my way to earth science 

    ___________________________________________________________








