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From all government-controlled to How it all started

• RV Onnuri (1450 ton, 68 m long, built in Norway KIOST 1992)

• RV Tamhae 2 (2500 ton, seismic vessel, built in Norway KIGAM 1995)

• RV Araon (7000 ton, icebreaking research vessel, KOPRI 2007)



Nature news
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For your info, 
my accident 
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2006
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With The University of Tokyo ERI (Pacific Array)
OBEM
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Prof. Utada (ERI The 
University of Tokyo)



Courtesy of David 
Scholl (USGS)



I should be in this picture in the middle.



1. Overview of Vessel
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Description Specification Description Specification

L x B x D x d
92 x 21 x 9 x 
7.3(6.5)m

Complement 50P (crew :22 + scientiss: 28)

Speed 
(trial/cruising)

15.2 / 14 knots
Max. Towing 
Capacity

85 ton at 4~5 knots (Max. 
B.P:120ton)

Propulsion 
System

4 Elec. motors x 2 
CPP

Streamer 8 x 6,000m

Propeller
CPP 3.7m Dia. with 
duct

Seismic 
Compressor

3 x 1,800 cfm (for 6 Gun-
Array)

Electric Motor
4 x 1,800 kW with 

Side A-Frame
30ton for oceanographic 
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TAMHAE 2(Current Vessel) NEW VESSEL

3D Streamers 3 km × 2 6 km × 8

2D Streamers Up to 6 km Up to 12 km

Sound Source 4,000 in3 >  6,000 in3

Tonnage (GRT) 2,085 ton 6,497 ton

Overall Length 64.4 m 92.0 m

Breath 15.0 m 21.00 m

Draft 5.5 m 6.5 m 내외

Max. Speed 14 knot 17 knot

Cruise Distance 12,000 nautical miles 20,000 nautical miles

People 37 50

Sea State Level 4 (1.25~2.5 m) Level 5 (2.5~4 m)

Multi-component Survey Small Scale OBS/OBC OBN

Ice Class x Ice-1B

Dynamic Positioning x DP-2

❖ General Specification

1. Overview of Vessel





“The Korean 
Singapore 

Dream”



Summary

• Shared Use with the academic community has become the new norm 
in Korea

• RV isabu and other KIOST research vessels operate annually in the 
Western Pacific and Indian Ocean. The Icebreaking Research Vessel is 
part of shared-use system

• KIGAM is somewhat concerned about good use of their seismic vessel 
because the Korean EEZ is very small

• KIGAM is also part of IODP

• Hopefully, Korea will become an important contributor to global 
marine sciences
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