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Committee Reports to the UNOLS Council
September 1997

Research Vessel Operators' Committee:

The 1997 RVOC meeting is scheduled to be held at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute in
Woods Hole, Massachusetts on 21, 22, 23 October 1997. We have a full agenda for this meeting.
In order to keep to this schedule many of the first days reports, specifically the "Special Reports"
will be submitted as written reports with the period previously devoted to presentation of these
reports now primarily being devoted to questions and answers. Of note on the agenda is-

Introductory presentation by Jamestown Marine. Jamestown Marine has been awarded the
contract for the NSF ship inspection. They will be on hand to meet the members of RVOC and
introduce personnel who will be carrying out the inspections.

A presentation will be made on marine communications. Existing and new systems that permit
more effective communication and can be used to extend the Internet to sea. In conjunction with
this there will be a presentation by SeaNet on JOI's recently funded proposal to provide five
Inmarsat B installations on R/V's.

Three workshops are presently being planned to address the following topics:

Tech./Operator workshop - Invite reps. from RVTEC to discuss their needs and what operators
should do to increase the technical viability of their platforms.

Medical standards workshop-Follow on to last year's work group.

Workshop to identify and standardize ancillary service and equipment costs normally charged to
programs.



